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Welcome to Year R 

• Your child’s first experience of school is very important.

• Settling into school is a big step for your child (and you) and we endeavour to make it a happy 

transition.

• Our aim is to make school a happy, stimulating and rewarding environment for your child to 

discover, learn and play.

• It is important that home and school work together in developing an effective partnership.



General Information

St Johns C of E Primary School

Charlton Park

Keynsham

Bristol

BS31 2NB

Tel : 0117 9863824

Email : enquiries@stjohnskeynsham.co.uk

Head of School : Mrs W Carver

Executive Headteacher : Mrs C Graham

Office Staff : Mrs A Clark, Mrs E Ward

Pastoral and Learning Support Mentor : Mrs S Yeoman

Reception class teacher : Mrs S Bruton

Reception class teaching assistant : Mrs K Rhys-Jones

PTA

Chair of PTA : Mrs George Morgan

Email : talktothepta@outlook.com

Governors

Chair of governors : Mrs C Lowe

mailto:enquiries@stjohnskeynsham.co.uk
mailto:talktothepta@outlook.com


School timetable

8:50 am  A bell will signal the start of the school day (the gates open at 8.45am). 

8:50 – 12:00 pm Morning session (including a morning break)

12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch

1:00 – 3:15 pm Afternoon session



Breakfast Club and After School Club

Currently we offer a Breakfast Club and an After School Club run by Premier Education -

https://www.premier-

education.com/parents/venue/courses/15062/?location=bs31%202nb

Breakfast Club runs from 7.45am to 8.50am every day, and caters for Reception aged 

children upwards.

After School Club runs from 3.15pm to 4.20pm every day, with the option to extend this to 

5pm or 5.30pm if required.  Again, this caters for Reception aged children upwards.

https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/15062/?location=bs31%202nb


Routines
• When children arrive into the classroom each morning, they are asked to put their coat and bag on their peg (if your 

child brings a bag, please ensure this is a small back pack or drawstring bag).  They need to put their bookbag (once 

they are given one – they will be given a book bag in the first few weeks of school) in their drawer and their water 

bottle on the side.  

• If a parent will not be collecting your child, we ask that you let us know who it will be, as your child will not be 

released unless you have informed us of this change.  If a different person will regularly be picking your child up (eg

a childminder every Tuesday, a grandparent every Friday) we can make note of this so you don’t need to inform us 

every week.  You need to inform the school office of this change.  Unfortunately, teachers are supervising the 

children so are unable to take messages.

• If you are running late in the morning, please enter the school via the school office and sign your child in there.

• If your child will be absent from school due to illness, please phone the school office before 8.45am and let them 

know why.  Please be aware that if your child has a sickness bug (or diarrhoea), they need to have 48 hours off after 

the last bout of sickness (or diarrhoea).



Attendance
• We aim for 100% attendance – Mrs Yeoman, our Pastoral and Learning Support mentor monitors this

• If your child’s attendance falls below 95%, the school’s attendance policy will be triggered

• We fine for holidays taken in school time







Snacks and Lunchtimes

• All Reception children (and those in years 1 and 2) are provided with a free piece of fruit each day.  

Parents are free to send in an extra piece of fruit in their bookbag if they wish to do so.

• Children are provided with a carton of milk (if they want to) up until their 5th birthday.

• Children need to bring in a named water bottle each day.

• All Reception children (and those in years 1 and 2) are entitled to a ‘free school meal’ every day.  They 

will be able to choose from a ‘meat’ or ‘vegetarian’ option or a jacket potato, as well as items from a 

‘salad bar’.

• If your child would prefer a packed lunch from home, please note we are a NUT free school – this 

includes peanut butter, chocolate spread and some cereal bars.  We promote healthy eating so we 

discourage sweets or chocolate bars.  



Uniform

School uniform

• White or pale blue polo shirt (with or without the school logo).

• Royal blue sweatshirt or cardigan (with or without the school logo) 

– buying a larger size than usual helps with children dressing 

independently.

• Grey trousers, shorts, skirt or pinafore dress.

• Royal blue gingham summer dress.

• White or grey socks or grey tights.

• Black shoes.

Please name all school clothes

All items with the school logo on 

are available to purchase through 

the link on the school website –

go to the office section - uniform  

and scroll down to find the link to 

Harvem (our uniform supplier)



PE Uniform

Our PE uniform is as follows:

• a plain white polo top

• a royal blue jumper or cardigan

• plain black (no logos/ brands/ stripes) shorts, leggings or tracksuit bottoms.

• trainers not daps

Children will wear their PE uniform on the days they have PE.

Please name all school clothes



Uniform continued …….

Please name all school items

Change of clothes

• Occasionally, children may need a change of clothes

• It is helpful if they have a change of underwear in a spare bag so that in the event that they need 

to change, they have their own clothes to wear.

Wellies

• It would be useful to have a pair of wellies to keep in school so that children can access the 

outside area when it is wet and muddy.



Things to bring to school everyday

• Their school book bag (once given out)

• Lunch box (if required)

• Water bottle

Your child DOES NOT need

• Toys or books from home unless specifically requested

• Pencils, pencil cases or any other stationary



A unique child

• Please be aware that all children respond differently to starting school.

• At St John’s Primary School, we will treat each child as an individual.

• All teachers and staff endeavour to make your child’s experience of school safe, happy and 

secure.



Learning through Play

• The EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) Framework explains how and what your child will be 

learning to support their healthy development.

• They will be learning through play and learning skills, acquiring new knowledge and 

demonstrating their understanding through seven areas of learning and development.

• These seven areas are used to plan your child’s learning and progress towards their Early 

Learning Goals.

• The staff will plan and adapt the teaching to suit your child’s unique needs and interests.

• Learning and experiences are planned to take both indoors and outdoors.



Prime Areas of Learning

• There are three prime areas of learning. 

• Prime Areas are fundamental, work together, and move through to support development in all 

other areas :

The Prime Areas of Learning

Communication and 

Language

Physical Development Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development

Listening, Attention and 

Understanding

Speaking

Gross Motor Skills

Fine Motor Skills

Self-regulation

Managing Self

Building Relationships



Specific Areas of Learning

• There are four specific areas of learning.

• Specific Areas include essential skills and knowledge for children to participate successfully in 

society :

The Specific Areas of Learning

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 

the World

Expressive Arts 

and Design

Comprehension

Word Reading

Writing

Number

Numerical 

Patterns

Past and Present

People, Culture 

and Communities

The Natural 

World

Creating with 

Materials

Being Imaginative 

and Expressive



Assessment and Progress

• Staff take time to get to know your child and carry out baseline assessments as children start 

school in September.

• Information from a range of sources are taken into account, including information from previous 

settings.

• In the Summer term of the Reception year, staff complete an assessment which is known as the 

EYFS Profile.

• This assessment is carried out by the staff who work with your child and is based on what they 

have observed over a period of time and evidence collected in your child’s online Tapestry 

Journal.

• The results of the EYFS Profile will be provided in your child’s end of year report.



RWI (Read Write Inc)
• We use RWI Phonics to teach the children how to read and write.

• Children will undertake work related to phonics everyday.

• They will learn 44 sounds to begin with, split up into small groups (please try to use ‘Pure 

Sounds’, and not letter names).  The sounds they are learning will come home on ‘sound cards’.

• Once they have learned all the sounds in a group, they will begin to read simple words using 

these sounds (green words).  This is known as Fred Talk.  They will also learn to read words 

which can not be sounded out (red words).

• Children will have a word box containing green words and red words for them to practise reading 

at home (as well as in school), along with their sound cards.



Tapestry
What is Tapestry?

• Tapestry is an online learning journal system.

• It allows staff to record children’s progress and activities using tablet devices and PCs.

• Parents can view their child’s journal on mobile devices and on their home computers.

Why do we use Tapestry?

• Your child’s Tapestry creates a two way communication between school and you.

• We can upload media files meaning you can see pictures and videos of what your child is really 

up to at school.

• It’s like having a window into the school and it allows greater opportunities to extend your child’s 

learning at home.

How does it work?

• Every child will have a Tapestry Journal created at the beginning of the year.

• In school, we upload photos, videos and observations and link your child to them.

• Parents are invited to download the Tapestry Android/iOS app to a mobile device or to login via 

the Tapestry website and activate their accounts.

• This makes it possible to see your child’s observations, to comment or like them.



Helping Your Child At Home

• At home you might choose to provide opportunities both indoors and outdoors for learning 

through play.

Helping With The Prime Areas of Learning

Communication and 

Language

Physical Development Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development

Talk, talk, talk!

Model good listening 

skills

Sing songs and rhymes

Use simple tools such 

as cutlery and writing 

tools

Manipulate playdough

Dressing and toileting

Play outdoor games

Model sharing and turn-

taking

Talk about feelings and 

how you and others feel

Model problem solving



Helping Your Child At Home continued ………………

The Specific Areas of Learning

Literacy Mathematics Understanding 

the World

Expressive Arts 

and Design

Model reading 

and writing

Visit the library

Value all mark 

marking

Practice name 

writing

Count everything!

Talk about 

numbers in the 

environment

Tell number 

stories

Compare

Be sensitive to 

other cultures, 

religions and 

communities

Observe natural 

things

Use everyday 

technology

Explore mark 

making materials

Use imagination 

and pretend

Sing songs and 

make rhythms



Helping Your Child At Home continued ………………

You can encourage your child by providing activities such as :

• Dressing up clothes or pieces of material and props for imaginary games and role play

• Cartons and boxes to build and make models and instruments

• Large boxes to make dens etc

• Playdough to manipulate

• Mark making tools such as pencils, pens, crayons, paints, chalks, different sized paper

• Greetings cards, magazines, catalogues for your child to cut up, stick, sort, discuss

• Natural materials eg cones, leaves, pebbles, shells to sort and compare

• Water (maybe in the bath) and sand play with different sized buckets, containers etc

• Wheeled toys, bats and balls

• Cooking together

Encourage your child to talk about what they are doing and play with them.



Meeting Your Child

I am really looking forward to meeting your child and getting to know them.

Story time – Wednesday 22nd June and Wednesday 29th June (2.30-3.00pm)

Stay and Play – Friday 8th July (Group A - 9.00-11.00am, Group B - 1.00-3.00pm)

Lunch visit – Friday 15th July (11.30-12.15pm) – please ensure you have booked this with the 

office

• If you haven’t filled in the forms and sent in a copy of your child’s birth certificate yet, please do 

so by Monday 20th June.

• If you are having difficulties accessing the forms, please email the school office so we can 

send you the links.



Staggered start
Please note that Thursday 1st and Friday 2nd September are In-Set days.

Week 1 – w/b Monday 5th September

9.00-12.00pm 1.00-3.15pm

Monday Home visits Group 1

Tuesday Home visits Group 2

Wednesday Home visits Group 3

Thursday Home visits Group 4

Friday Home visits Group 5



Staggered start continued …….

Week 2 – w/b Monday 12th September

8.50-11.20am 12.45-3.15pm

Monday Group A (3 children from groups 

1-5, 15 in total)

Group B (3 children from groups 

1-5, 15 in total)

Tuesday Group A Group B

Wednesday Group A Group B

Thursday Group B Group A

Friday Group B Group A



Staggered start continued …….

Week 3 – w/b Monday 19th September

8.50-1.00pm (including lunch) 1.00-3.15pm

Monday Groups A and B (everyone)

Tuesday Groups A and B (everyone)

Wednesday Groups A and B (everyone)

Thursday Groups A and B (everyone) Groups A and B (everyone)

Friday Groups A and B (everyone) Groups A and B (everyone)



Staggered start continued …….

Week 4 – w/b Monday 19th September

All children in full time 8.50-3.15pm



Thank you for 

coming.

Any Questions?


